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May 2013 deadline looms for chemical registration in Europe

Another significant deadline for Europe’s regulations concerning registration,
evaluation, authorization and restriction of chemicals (REACH) is rapidly
approaching and, warns Malcolm Carroll, this one will affect many smaller

companies in the polymer-related industries who need to start preparing now.
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t the European Commission’s (EC's) conference an

the registrasion, evaluation. authortzation and restric-
dan of chemicals (REACH] in September 201 1, the Helsinki,
Finland-based Eunopean Chemkals Agency (ECHA)
laonched a campalgn — REACH 2013 — A Mow! — to urge
manufacturers, imparters and others in the supoly chain to
start preparing for the next registration deadine for the

Eusropsan Union's {ELRs) REACH regulations: 31May 2013,

In 301 |, marufacturers, mporters and distribotors of dhemicals
ahowe 2 threshold wolsme {| bt @ year) were required to repls-
t=r thair chamicals with ECHAIn 201 3, companies will be:
requined to register all plase i substances that ane manufc-
tured Inor Imported to, che B abowe 2 volume of 100 ta pear

Thers hizs been much disoussion and often the need for
chirffication of hiow REACH will impact on companies in the

polymerrelated industries. Akbowgh polymers are appar-
enthy ewempt from the actual registration process, their

oottt monomers may not be. Therefore, EU manufac-
turers and Importers need to ensune that they remain
avare of the gusdelines at all dmes and they know as soon as
mionomers become subject to AEACH.

Maonomers are by definition an Intermediate: however, they
cannot be registered under AEACH via the provisions that
would normally apply to ntermedates. Manufacturers and

Imgporters must register them as part of thelr normal oblig-
tons,and they are then generally to be treated In the same

way as any other substance Interms of evaluation, resoc-
tion and the provision of information In the supply dain

One of the major consideramions of REACH ks the need to

produce Safety Data Sheets (S05) and to supply these to
custamers; polymers also are subject to this requirement. In
fact, the: Industry must still evahate the hazardous proper-
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ties of the: pobymer, and the findings of the evahaton of the
maonomers must be conmred and communicated to the
customers In the achal polymer 505 Conseguently,
although polymers are superfically exempt, the Indiestry still
has obligations and resporsibilties under this legishtion.
With an annual value of €250 billlon and applications Ina
wast number of Industries, the palmer industry Is one of
the most imporm@nt sectors to the economy of the BLU. The
sector b dominated by small and medium et rprises
{SMEs), whaose businesses are already under increasing
threzt from competitors In lowe—sape economies. increased
European legisixtion, and rises In the prices of energy and
raw materials. Maost of these smaller companies wall find It
challenging to achieve compliance: they will not hawe any
enperience of the REACH process they are licely to fave
budget constraints and few rescoroes in place to fandle the
complexities and administrative calenges inwobed.

Howeyer, to ease some of the pressures Imvobved In REACH
regatration, such companies oould start wking acthon now.
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Oine Immediate thing to consider s the impact of signifiant
changes to the reguirements for sending 505s and assodat-
ed documents to cushomers.

The purpose of REACH Is to rmake the use and Fanding of
chemicals safier, which 15 why one of Its key requiremsnts is
that the 306s are used consistently by everyones who comes
Into contact with the substances. Linder REATH, manufac-
turers, iImporters and distributors of chemécals now need (o
ensure the direct delivery of 305 and assocdated documeen-
tation to customesrs. The companies are 2iso resporsible for
keeping 50055 and their customers up to date with nespect
to any chianges or clarifications.

For mamy companies, these new requirements will be an
administrative and a logistical challenps, as well 2s a costhy
exercize. Traditonal methods of sending 505s by emall or
past may not be considered robust enowgh to sand up to
regulatory scruting.

Oine solution |15 to autcenate the proo=ss using an industry-
wide delivery service called REACH Delvery. This secure
onbne service enables the electronic delivery, receipt. con-
trod, update, audit and raddng of the S06. in compliance with
REACH k automatically monieors, tracks and reports onall
documenss that are sent eo customers, as well as providing 2
daltvery stmtus for audiing. If there are any chanpes or clard-
cathors to S05s, the newy versions are sent to customers and
replace the previows ones automatically. Crganizatons no
lomger Fave to worry about out-of-date versions being in cir-
culation, and mamagers @an be confident all employees are
using the most up-to-date S06x at all times.

Thee system soores all documsnts In an electronic databa e,
allowing users a single corsistent point of aocess for che lat-
st versions, and s designed to be simple to acoess and oper-
ate Moreower, REACH Delbvery offers 2 firee account: for

I volume users, who can upgrade to the: pald servioe whien
their volumes increase. The mul-Inpual service aliows com-
panies, no matter whens they ane looted, to manape and
automate the sending and receiving of 5005, ocher documers
and messages within a fully seoure and audeed environment.

Az no one @n export to the EL without complying,
REACH aiready afiecty companies throughout the workd.
Further, simibr kegishdon 1s now being considensd in other
countries, most significantly in the USA. Consequently,
REACH Deltvery has been designed to meest the: require-
ments of international users:Mon-EU firms can use & to
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Feom May 201 3 Evrppes mpdotions on the sgfe wse and honding
of chermicnls (REATH]) will hove sxtrnded! in offers mony smaler
ompanes in Fe polmer-nelated indstres Thoss tht will be
inciuer] shnesd ort immedatsly s author Molcoim Coral

comphy with REACH by securely delivering S005s to thesr
customiers in Eurcpe; they can alo use & outside of Europe,
15 it mupports the delivery and recelpt of S0Gs and any
cither documents worldwide: they an use it wo distribute
5055 throughout thesr own company.

There i no doult that compliance wich REACH = a compli-
e [ssise for companiies In the polymerrebted indirsries.

The 2013 registration deadline s now onfy just owver 2 year
oy, 50 companies nesd to s@re preparing nove By ackling
some of the reguirements of LEATH ahead of time. such as by
autremaring their delvery of S0%s, companies will free tme to
focus on other mportant ssees related to their obigacions.
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